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- \ ' lmagme 1f you can, the sense. of hxstory one

{many footsetps down through the, years, 1nclu
those of . three year old Alston Wllkes o -.-fA
-] wilkes Society fame. .

-1 . Museum- curato ._;B111 Taylor and xthls rep
| visited .Mrs Mildred ‘ Brown- on - Thul’sday ‘at’
v | nistorici H awthorne-Brown house. located m
;.-»'-';Umon ,Commun‘ty. of Fa1rf1eld _The fanuly
Mxldred‘s late: | usband Bob Brown, has owned

ey

R house since ~"18|7,-;:‘and Mildred has lived| there for

s

“{have living in a house that is ‘over two hundred ears; t1tled “Echds and] Etchlngs”
“old, and which’ has reverbrated with the ‘spund -

'ty years, smce"s e came. to the house as 3 young bride.
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nust Mxldred does not own a copy of the book whrch 1s en’.
e i ‘

g.Mrs, Ehzabeth Hawthorne Wllkes daughter pf the2
ding; rnes. wha . mhabxted the” hotise: in the Jnide
ton 's, lost her hhsband in 1863, just after ‘
‘ of‘ Gettysburg He had fallen 111 with' fever in Vlrgmu >
rter; -and:had been taken in;. accordmg tq Alston- erkes\w
the: .account; by ‘a “Chrlstlan famlly”,' apd Mrs.  Wilkes,
‘the; went to tend h1m In sp1te of her tender nursing . and
- of th’e klndness of his ‘hosts, the semor erkes died: Mrs. :
the ilkes: then returned to Falrf 1d Cohnty, where ‘she £
for- ; thro ghout th "war ;
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The house is.:/doubly 1nterest1ng, bedause~it ¢

the’ land on “which' it .stands, in the amount:of
acres, las deeded by land igrant to James H. Ad
A4 in ilanuary of 1 70 by the Governor-m-chxef of.
\ province',“‘ revrlle ;Montague ‘Later, Adams’ dee

3 ‘a~ huge-fireplace!’and: at smaller toom *plu
f.:. slgéping;loft overhéad. In 1851, when nearby. l" wr
| Instityte was moved to new quarters mci

. to thelr property and attached 1t‘, to. th:' cabm..
r(v T mg years, th Brown fannly ddde
S¢ ! o ,

&

bmes the ongm log land bounty cabin with barra
m th nsutute -Records revéal that through Farrﬁeld The Hawthornes, fearing for: their

& James Hawt 10] 'e for the pnncely sum oﬂ ﬁfty dolla S,
The ongmal.structure ‘boasted of one large ro ‘rr‘l

s Hawthorne family foved one'of the student qarra' ks - .alongwith her’ hﬁsban? s papers, ini the ground, and.

»on two. m re

m-; Alston Wllkes grves a vxvxd descnptlon of the'days :
ks' in; the ‘sprirlg :0f.'1865 when Shermah’s troopsicame

Fairfield Ga
‘Mrs."'W. Ban
W.'_P. Melton

00 daughter s'and grandson S safety, urged them:t) flee
ms to. relatlvessm the northwestern -part; the co
is , before the Federal troops arrived: M
ed ~ed horse “Old Rob” was’ hltche' to

a

an |1 d food -

‘ us
_mrmng wlth actrvrty ‘as famxly valuables an
tuffsiwere ‘hldden Mrs.. Wllkes burxed her’ Jewelry,

pon -retur mg'*t'o the ouse dlscoydred tlrat ln ‘er
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lthe enemy. . . ..

‘At one point, : the house'was in danger of

1 burned mdeed soldxers had b‘ullt a flre in the

~igave’ ‘the. Masomc sign‘'of dlstress..An officer s
f1re put out, ‘thereby saving the house. - A
After their food had been €aten, or carned
the soldiers, the Wilkes and Hawthornes were
put tofind food until crops could be harvest that
mer. - Alston..Wllkes reealls hat “coffee" was
from parched corn. . 7

on horseback nearby recogmzed the 51gn and ha '
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Mlldred also, has her collectlon of old’ bottles and
other articles, and it would seem: ‘that the- Brown
famlly of: the 1900’s have also put thexr- stamp upon
the house. Fi :

W.P. Meltm

The story does have a happy endmg, thou




